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3. ‘he North Tyroleans are neither informed on current developnents in the South 
Yyrol, nox do they at present evince any interest in ite problems. Their 
present life is too herd and all their attention is focused on eking out an 
atiatence, 


2, ‘he officials of the Office for South Tyrol are almost as ignorant ae the 
' gasses of recent developments in South Tyrol. Phey sent Dr. Thalhammer to 
South Tyrol, where he made arrangements by which Innsbruck ia to recelve regular 
reports from Bolsano. ; 


3. The explanation for the present lack of cooperation between Bolzano and Innsbruck 
4s in part due to the resentment felt by the South Tyroleans toward the Korth 
¥yroleans for their negative appraisal of the Faris Agreement. The cfficiale of 
the Office for South Tyrol are now avere of this and strongly deny the defeatist 
atéitude attributed to then. Sewever, no such denials can conceal the Zecta 
that the Borth Tyroleana are much more sceptical than the South Tyroleans con- 
cerning the value of the Parle Agreement; that they have Little or no interest 
in the Agreement because it offers them few benefite; thet they would secretly 
ba delighted if the Paris solution did not work cut in practices. Such a son= 
tingency would permit them to resune the fight for the restoration of Tyrol's 
wiity, since South Tyrol, has now been recognized ae an international problem. 


4, At the somant there ia considerable confusion in Innsbruck concerning the 
future of the Office for South Tyrol. Landeshenptmenn Velasgatterer, feeling 
that the Tyrolean Grrernamant can no Longer sponser an orgenization whose nain 
‘task hes been to fight for the return of South Tyrol, contemplated abolishing 
the Office far South Tyrel and replecing it by s small committees which would 
advise the Tyrolean Government in all matters affecting South fyrol, and which 
would be composed of Dr. Knase, Dr. Thalhammer, and Frits Wirthle.. This called 
forth considerable protest from the South Tyrol Council, which meat Last week to 
discuss the situation, It was unanimously agreed that the Office should continue 
to exist and even be enlarged. In particular, it was suggested that: 


a. The South Tyrol Council should remain as advisory organ to the Tyrolean 
Geveranent; , ; 


%. the Betreuungestelle should be reorganized and enlarged to deal with 
the raturn to Sonth Tyrol of the optants for Germany under the Hitler~ 
Mussolini Agreement; 
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c. the research department, under Dr. Thalhemmer, should be incorporated 
into Innsbruck University and be developed inta an office for the 
collection and appropriate dissemination of all information on South 
Tyrol emanating from public and privrte sources; 


d. on wnofficieal orgenization, privately financed, should be set up to 
keep the problem of South Tyrol alive, mobilize worlc public opinion, 
etc. 


Professor Reut-Nicolussi is now working out deteiled plana along these lines 
which, after epproval by the South Tyrol Council, will be submitted to Landes=- 
heuntmann Weissgetterer. 


Meanwhile, Dr. Thalhammer has ideas of his owm for building up an official Austrien 
orgenization to meet the requirements of the new situation. These he has recently 
discussed with tha South Troleens, and they will be submitted to Dr, Gruber on 
his return from the United States. 


Pending the settlement of this problem, Landeshauptmann Velssgutterer will 
probably appoint Dr. Kneas as temporary head of the Yffice for South ‘Tyrol. 
Officially, Professor Reut=-llicolussi hes retired from the South Tvrolean scene, 
since he realizes thet a person with his uncompromising ettitude cannot very well 
remein on in the new situation. ehind the scenes, however, he is as active as 
ever » 


At last weck's meeting of the South Tyrol Council,one of its members, Herr von 
noehrl, Gaused somewhat of a sensation by announcing thet plens were fer edvenced, 
end elreedy before the interested governuents, for a Danubian customs union which 
voulu include south yrol end have trieste as its "free vort". 


Comments Noehrl, a native of Bressanone an? former Yolice Director in 
Innsbruck, 18 Known as an ezdent monarchist.) 
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